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IFAE 25th anniversary 

IFAE’s prehistory 
1968-1992 
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Spain was not founding member of CERN in 1954, but join CERN in 1961  
 
In 1968 Spain left CERN 
 Part of the quota was applied to the CIEMAT (JEN)  
experimental group 
 Part to promote theoretical physics 
GIFT 
A never official Grupo Interuniversitario  
de Física Teórica (GIFT) was created to support 
 theory groups all over Spain 
Activities 
 Postdoctoral fellowships program 
 Scientist exchange program 
 Yearly GIFT International Seminar 
 Interuniversity's postgraduate courses 
 International Agreements 
 Financial support to research groups 
 
 1971. Theory groups on HEP started in  
 University of Barcelona  
 Autonomous University of Barcelona 
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March 1982: CERN Exhibition at the Museu de la Ciència (now Cosmocaixa) 
“A la recerca dels fonaments de la matèria” 

la  

From left to right: L. Montanet (CERN), 
Espinosa (CERN), RP, M. Kaiser (La 
Caixa), Joan Guitart (Minister Gencat) 

From left to right: Vilarasau (La Caixa 
DG), RP, Joan Guitart (Minister Gencat) 

1981 Under UCD government: meeting of JA Rubio, F. 
Yndurain and RP to organize a strategy to return to CERN. 
 Visits to politicians (Antoni Roig, Research DG) 
 Visits to CERN (J. Solana, Carles Gasóliba,…)  
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4 1983.  
Spain joins CERN again 
 

A “Plan Movilizador de Física de Altas 
Energías” was prepared. 
 
Including a new experimental group in 
Barcelona 
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Restricted ECFA meeting  
JEN. 27&28 October 1983.  
ECFA/RC/83/99 

 
Open Meeting.  
Speakers: F. Yndurain, R. Pascual, C. Pajares, A. 
Ferrer, M. Aguilar-Benítez,  
J.A. Rubio 

 
Restricted Meeting 
Point 3. Discussion on H.E.P. in Spain 
I presented:  
 a report as Director of GIFT for 20’  
 a report as Barcelona experimental  
group for 10’: 

Situation 
Objectives for 1983-84 
Remote objectives 
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In 1983 theorists of both universities UB and UAB (P. Pascual, 
Rolf Tarrach, Antoni mèndez, Toni Grifols, Eduard Massó, RP)  promoted 
the group and start the selection of: 
 a Director of the group  
 students to be trained at experimental laboratories. 
  
A decision was taken on the site of the new group after the 
offer of each (UB and UAB) university 
  
After a visit to CERN, the UAB Rector (Antoni Serra) offered: 
 Constitution of a “High Energy Physics Laboratory” (LFAE) in the 
UAB as an internal entity, with participation of  both universities. 
 The construction of a workshop 
  
The UAB campus was decided 



Ramon Pascual IFAE 25th anniversary 7 July 2017 

7 After several interviews and a deep consideration the 
UAB offered the position of group Director to Enrique 
Fernandez (1984) 

EF was appointed as professor in the 
UAB and moved to Barcelona. 1985 
 
In 1987 he was  full professor at UAB 
 
Visit of Prof. Steinberger to Barcelona: 
participation in ALEPH. 
 

The new workshop was 
constructed in the campus to 
complement the offices of the HEP 
Laboratory 
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From 1985 to present 
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9 1984, 12 June Industrial Meeting 

CERN participants:  
Gunter Plass  
Jose Espinosa 
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10 1991: The HEPL run regularly, but proved to be insufficient 
for its mission. 
Plenty activity in ALEPH (FALCON and Luminosity Monitor) 

New ideas 
A HEPI at Spanish level (INFAE) not  
progressing. 
Constructing Spain a Tau-Charm Factory  

The inflexible university rules proved not appropriate 
for the management and the human resources policy. 

Personnel in Barcelona: Fernández, Crespo, 
Delfino,  
Mató, Mir, Alemany, Gaitán, Aristizabal, A. Pascual  
Garrido, Calviño, Pacheco 
Personnel abroad: Martínez, Miquel, S. Orteu, 
Perlas 



Ramon Pascual IFAE 25th anniversary 7 July 2017 

11 

CERN Director General invites the President of the Catalan 
Government to visit CERN.  
The trip was organized in 15th January 1991. 

Visit of Jordi Pujol to CERN 

Jordi Pujol, Anton Cañellas, Antoni 
Subirà 
 
From CERN: Carlo Rubbia, Jack 
Steinberger, J.A. Rubio, E. 
Fernández, G. Boixader, F. Saldaña, 
Sergio Santiago 
 
Reception to Spanish CERN 
community 
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Consequences of the visit: 
1. To organize a visit of Catalan companies to CERN 
2. To prepare an offer to install the Tau-Charm Factory  
3. To find a solution for the HEPL 
 
I was in charge of points 2 and 3. 

Visit of Jordi Pujol to CERN 
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The companies visit was organized (with limited success) 
The Tau-Charm Factory proposal was prepared and, later, 
transformed in ALBA 
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14 The solution for the HEPL was to create a Generalitat-UAB 
Consortium: IFAE 
Only 5 months later, in July, 16th 1991, the IFAE was 
created in the Official Journal and its rules were approved.  

Support of authorities 
Josep Laporte, former Rector of UAB 
was the Catalan Minister of Education 
Antoni Serra, Rector of UAB when 
LFAE was created 
Josep M. Vallès, Rector of UAB when 
IFAE was created 
 
 

The Budget for 1992-1996 was approved 
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Prof. Jack Steinberger Doctor HC UAB  
 
And corresponding member of the  
Royal Academy of Sciences and Arts of 
Barcelona  

8 May 1992 

From to right: Llebot, Subirà, 
Vallès,Laporte, Canellas,  
Freixa (RACAB) 
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16 The new building was inaugurated in 
2nd February 1994 

IFAE Seminar 
From left to right: Grifoll, Oro, Valles, 
Pujol, Laporte, Uriach, Fernandez 
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Thank you to many people for pictures,  
mainly to the General Archive of UAB  
 
 
 
And thank you for your attention 


